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III. A Letter from Mr Jonathan Kay, Chyrurgeon 
in Newport, Shropfhire, concerning a ftrange 
Cancer •, of which his Father dyed. 

March the \th, 170 r . 

IN your laft you defired an account of my Father's Can- 
cer, which I here fend you, as near as I can remember, 
it being 20 years fince he dyed, and I being tnen but 
young, could not make thofe remarks upon it, as another 
might have done, and it's poffible might forget fomething 
material too. It took its rife from a fmall bruife on 
the Os Jugak, and in procefs of time fpread itfelf over 
the whole Cheek ; and notwithstanding the endeavours 
of the moft eminent Surgeons in thofe parts where he 
lived, viz. Morrey of Chejler, Clarke of Bridgnorth, and 
Cotton of Burton upon Trent, it ulcerated his Eye round, 
which I faw him take out with his own Hand ; and af- 
terwards extended itfelf to his Ear, and through his 
Check into his Mouth, and acrofs the upper part of his 
Nofe and perforated the Bone there : It likewife over- 
run that fide of his Forehead, fouling the Os Frontis, 
which came away in pieces, leaving the Dura Mater bare 
as broad as a Half-Crown ; which rifing through the per- 
foration of the Cranium, in a few days putrified and expof- 
ed the Brain it felf, and feveral portions of it came away 
frefh and untainted ; and that which is moft. ftrange, 
he perfectly retained his fenfes, and rofe every day to 
drefs the IJlcer himfelf, till a considerable quantity of 
the Brain was come away ; and when he was confined to 
his Bed, his Speech firft failed, and he dyed about 4 days 
after, his Brain being totally confumed, and nothing re- 
main- 
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maining in the Cranium but a fmall quantity of black pu- 
trid Matter. This to the beft of my remembrance is the 
fumm of all. lie had neither Spaj'mus nor Convulfions of 
any part all the time of his illnefs. 



IV. Part of a Letter from Mr Ralph Thoresby, 
F. R. S. to the puhlt/her, concerning feverol ob- 
fervab/es in his Mufseum, near Leeds in York- 
fhire. 



SIR, 

I Remember that upon perufal of the Catalogue of 
the Natural Curiofities in my poor Mufceum, you 
defired a more particular Account of the Skirt of the 
Fijhes Stomach from the Indies ; of the Cryjlal, and the 
ways of its Concretion ; of the Iron turned into Ore; and 
of the OCioedra from the Copper Mines in Sweden. The 
firft was given me by Mr Robert Midgley of this Town, 
an ingenious Apothecary, who'made 5 Voyages as Sur- 
geon into the Eaji Indies. It is the outward Skin of the 
Maw of a Fifh that was taken at Macaffar, Febr. 16! ',. and 
was given him at Batavia by a Dutch-man, who took it 
out of theFi/h. That the Fibres or Veffels do curioufiy 
and naturally refemble a Tree, with its Stem, Branches, 
Leaves, &c. will appear by the enclofed figure of it, 
which, tho but flenderly performed, is the beft I have time 
to do now, and is fo like the Original that it will 
fave the labour of any further defcripiion, (for 'tis exact- 
ly the bignefs and fhape of this Draught, ) fave that the 
Skin is very thin, whitifh, and tranfparent, and the Veins 
that compofe the Stem and greater Branches, are now ra- 
ther Black than dark Red, as I prefume they were at firft, 
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